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Sweet Sponsors...
You are dearly loved. "Do you know my
sponsor?" is the most common
question I have heard during the past
week at Acres of Hope. It is such a joy
to be able to answer "yes" so
frequently. When I say yes, faces light
up. Then they ask more about you.
"What does my sponsor do for work?
Do we live together? Will my sponsor
come to visit? Can you take my picture
and give my sponsor a
letter?

Four years ago, a 12 year old girl was
raped by her Uncle on the way to
school. She conceived, but instead of
the community supporting her, they
wanted to kill her. Her baby didn't
survive, but Geoffrey rescued this
young girl. Through Acres of Hope and
the grace of God, this young girl is now
16 and thriving. She sings and dances.
She smiles a big, beautiful smile. And
at Chapel, she read from the
Bible, in English in front of
“You not only help to
100 of her peers. Sponsors,
provide for their basic you are making a difference.

Before this week, I had no
idea that these precious
needs, but you give
kids really understood
Then there is sweet, 14 year
them a person to trust old, Yona.. He colored a
sponsorship. Now I realize
and hope in.”
that it is I who didn't really
picture for his sponsor Pat.
understand sponsorship.
At the top of his picture he
You not only help to provide for their
wrote, "For Mum Pat." Even though
basic needs, but you give them a
they don't get to see each other often,
person to trust and hope in. Your
Yona considers Pat his Mother figure
generosity and love is noticed and
because she provides for him and
returned. You are making a difference.
loves him. Sponsors, you are making a
difference.
In case that phrase has lost its
meaning on you, allow me to illustrate.
Brightest blessings,
Becca (Barker) Dalessandro
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Words from AOH Most Recent Visitors
"On my recent visit to Uganda, I
was blown away by what God is
doing through Acres of Hope. I
made a connection with little Bright
and was moved to sponsor him. I
look forward to the opportunity to
write him letters, to remind him how
much Jesus and I love him." Lizzy
"I wasn't sure what to expect when arriving in
Uganda for the first time. I quickly realized
that these are special people, unlike any other.
Acres of Hope is a light in the dark and I am so
excited to not only continue working with
Geoffrey, but also sweet Priscilla. I connected
with her from the beginning and felt led to
sponsor her. I can't wait to watch her grow and
see how the Lord works in her life. This is only
the beginning!" - Kati
“Today was by far one
of the greatest days
I’ve ever had. In the
morning I was able to
meet Samson, the boy
who I have been
sponsoring.”
— First Day of Trip

“It was then time to
start saying our goodbyes. This was definitely the hardest part of the entire
trip. It was even more difficult because Samson was really struggling with me
leaving. It is truly amazing the bond that you build with a child that you
sponsor. For that child, you are their family. You will never be able to
understand how important you are to that child. Many tears were shed as we
drove away for the last time.” —Last Day of Trip

A Fun Day of Friendly Competition
On Friday, July 29th, over 40 students
and student athletes from Acres of
Hope, piled into the AOH truck to drive
to netball and futball (soccer)
competitions. The truck had to make a
second trip to bring the remaining
students and teachers. It seemed as
though all of Nebbi was more
concerned with the athletic
competitions than anything else.
Without bleachers, crowds stood
shoulder to shoulder around the fields.
In some places fans stood in rows at
least 5 people deep. The netball girls
defeated their opponent by a fierce
score of 28-10. The futball boys ended
with a score of zero-zero, but it felt like
a victory as the opponent looked more
like Goliath. The trip back to Acres of
Hope was full of joyful singing. It was a
beautiful testimony for a truck full of
dark pasts that have been overcome.
Now these children are able to enjoy
childhood.

Derek

Dear Sponsors, the children would love for you to send a
handwritten note or card along with a printed picture of your self,
family or small group by September 30 to World of God, 338
Sharon Amity Road, No. 280, Charlotte, NC 28211 or drop off at
West UMC, 430 Patterson Ave., Mooresville, NC 28115.
A group from West UMC will hand deliver everything to Acres of
Hope in October. We are also collecting pens (blue, black and
red), erasures, feminine hygiene pads and girl’s underwear if you
would like to contribute. Thank you for sharing your life and love!

Maureen had a constant game face and scored
the majority of the points for Acres of Hope!

